Geographic health disparities in the Los Angeles pediatric neck abscess population.
To assess geographical sociodemographic differences in neck abscesses that require surgical drainage in Los Angeles. retrospective review. We reviewed the medical records of 119 consecutive pediatric patients at Children's Hospital Los Angeles (CHLA) from 2014 to 2017 with a diagnosis of a neck abscess requiring incision and drainage. Sociodemographic information including zip code of residence was extracted and analyzed with Chi-square, Fisher's exact test, and multivariate logistic regression. The average age of patients with a neck abscess in this study was 3.4 years old, 53.8% were female, 54.6% were Hispanic, and 82.5% had public health insurance. 79% of patients had an abscess located in the superficial neck, and 10.1% had an abscess located in the retropharyngeal space. There were no significant differences in gender, race, type of health insurance, or income between patients that lived within 10 miles of CHLA versus those that lived farther than 10 miles. On multivariate analysis, zip codes with a high volume of neck abscesses were more likely to be lower income neighborhoods. Gender, race, type of health insurance, and distance from CHLA were not associated with zip codes with a high volume of neck abscesses. Geographic areas in the greater Los Angeles community with a high volume of neck abscesses requiring incision and drainage at our institution were associated with lower income neighborhoods. IV.